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Chapter 1 

HISTORY  

 Mansfield Township, the smallest Iron County township, was created in 1891 when Felch 

township left Iron County to join the newly organized Dickinson County.  Meanwhile, òCrystal Falls 

Township gave up two geographical townships and one was added from lands received from Marquette 

County to form the present boundaries of Mansfield Townshipó.
1

 

 Logging and mining primarily brought people to Mansfield Township.  The land was forested with 

pine and iron ore was discovered to be 

beneath the ground in 1889 by William 

Calhoun.  The village of Mansfield, platted 

along the Michigamme River, was close to 

the mine being developed by the 

Mansfield Mining Company and the 

railroad spur that was extended to the 

mine from Crystal Falls in 1890.  Tragedy 

struck on September 28, 1893 when the 

Michigamme River broke through the roof 

of the mine and causing 27 men to perish.  

Then in 1894, a forest fire swept through 

the village destroying practically every 

home adding to the mining familiesõ 

already grim circumstances.  The DeSoto Iron Company reclaimed the mine by diverting the Michigamme 

River and then later sold to the Oliver Mining Company.  The mine produced a total of 1,462,504 tons of 

iron ore during its lifetime. 

 After the Mansfield Mine closed some miners turned to logging and others to farming.   The 

Mansfield Location, a mining boom town, faded away.  As time went on, some people still living in 

Mansfield Township commuted to Iron Mountain, Crystal Falls and other surrounding cities for 

employment. 

 North of the Michigamme River is the area in Mansfield Township known as Dykes District or 

Dykesville.  Mitchell Dykes, way back in the 1880s began logging the area near the Fence River. Pine logs, 

cut in the winter, floated down the snowmelt swollen Fence River and the Michigamme River to the railroad 

spur in Mansfield during the spring. In 1950, due to the distance hardship (24.2 miles on mostly gravel 

roads) from Dykes District to Mansfield Township Hall and despite a declining population, Precinct #2 was 

built for voting and meetings.  In 2017 twelve registered voters used the precinct which was closed after the 

November 2018 elections.   

 The Michigamme River cuts diagonally across Mansfield Township.  In 1941 Wisconsin Electric, 

now known as We Energies, built Way Dam, named for Chairman of WI Electric Board Sylvester B. Way, 

to create the 7000-acre Michigamme Reservoir.  òSteadily performing its intended purpose, the reservoir 

helps keep electric rates low for area residents, stabilizes downstream river flows, and provides recreational 

 
1

 Mansfield Memories Committee (1991).  Mansfield Township Centennial 1891-1991. Ishpeming, MI:  Globe Printing,   

Page iii. 

Mansfield Mine in the 1890õs 



 

 2 

opportunities while contributing significantly to the local tax base.ó
2

 The majority of shoreline is 

undeveloped wilderness owned by We Energies.  Camping sites 12 - 14, 16, 20, 21 and 26 are found in 

Mansfield Township.   

 

LOCATION OF MANSFIELD TOWNSHIP  

  

 Mansfield Township is located in eastern Iron County, Michigan.  The total area of Mansfield 

Township is 107.7 square miles or approximately 68,928 acres.  According to the 2010 US Census Bureau 

the total population is 241 people, 129 males, and 112 females.  The total housing units found in the 

township are 267 with 122 (45.7%) units occupied by residents and 145 (54.3%) units labeled as vacant.  Of 

the vacant housing units, 129 (48.2%) are listed as seasonal, recreational or occasional use, 14 (5.2%) are 

listed as all other vacants and two (0.7%) are listed as for sale. 
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The land and water of Mansfield Township is summarized in the table below.   

  
 The majority of land in Mansfield Township is forestland and has been designated as Multiple Use 

Forest (MUF).  Current zoning regulations require parcels of 40 acres or more with one residence allowed 

per parcel and is what gives Mansfield its unique rural undeveloped nature.  MUF land is mostly privately 

owned for recreational pursuits and rural residences, but some is held by the state of Michigan and timber 

companies.  

 About nine percent of Mansfield Township is farmed in either 20 acre or 40 acre parcels.  Property 

owners may have one residential home per parcel.  One area known as òMansfield Flatsó had nothing to do 

with logging or mining for its namesake.  The pioneers and some former local miners, who cleared this land 

knew it would be ideal flat farm land to grow vegetables and have a few cows, hogs even sheep.  The òFlatsó 

is located in the Southeast corner of Mansfield Township.  Other smaller areas of flat land also became 

farms.  They are scattered throughout the township.  The Dykes District located in the North has several 

40-acre parcels that are still actively farmed.  With a short growing season of only 84 days, Mansfield 

Township farmers are limited in what they can grow or produce.  Potatoes, forage, hay, small grains, part 

time vegetable growing and maple syrup  production are some of the crops produced in the Township.  

Small livestock operations such as cattle, goats, hogs and horses also exist in the Township. 

 Mansfield Township is about 77 percent forest land and at least twelve percent of Mansfield 

Township is covered by water and/or wetlands.  Most of the township is within the Michigamme 

Watershed.* The Michigamme River cuts diagonally across the township and supports two hydro-electric 

dams, Way Dam and Hemlock Falls Dam.  The Michigamme Reservoir is the largest body of water in 

Mansfield Township.   It is primarily owned by WE Energies, the largest land owner and tax payer in 

Mansfield Township, and is formed by Way Dam.  The majority of the land surrounding the reservoir is 

undeveloped forest with strategically placed We Energies run campsites and boat landings.  There are 

numerous lakes, rivers, and wetlands throughout the township that are well known for marvelous fishing and 

other recreational activities.   The majority of the area in Mansfield Township is undeveloped making great 

habitat for deer, bear, moose, eagles, wolves, coyotes, grouse, many bird species and numerous other wild 

animals. 

 

 
* Michigamme Watershed Map and list of all lakes, rivers and wetlands is on page 4. 

UNDEVELOPED LAND    Acres  % of Township Land 

Multiple Use Forest                53,000                77% 

Agricultural        6,000                  9% 

Water/Wetlands       8,328     12% 

 

 Total Undeveloped Land           67,328    98% 

 

DEVELOPED LAND  

Single Family/Duplex/Seasonal Homes               1,000    1.5% 

Resort/Camps                      600     <1% 

Commercial               0 

Industrial               0 
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*Michigamme Watershed   

The majority of Mansfield Townshipõs lakes, rivers, wetlands, and the reservoir are found within the 

Michigamme Watershed.  The one exception is the headwaters of the Ford River, which is located just 

within the border of the township and Iron County.  The following are a list of the lakes, rivers, and 

creeks that are found within the Mansfield Township borders.  The majority of the Michigamme 

Reservoir is also found within the township, splitting it in half. 

 
North of Michigamme Reservoir 

Little Spring Lake 

Spring Lake 

Bates Lake 

Dishaw Lake 

Hickman Lake 

Fence Lake (Western Part) 

Little Sundog Lake 

Crescent Pond 

Shiner Lake 

Lake Thirty-Two 

Corbett Lake 

Spot Lake 

 

South of Michigamme Reservoir 

Crotch Lake 

Lake Ellen 

Little Lake Ellen 

Wallace Lake 

Butler Lake 

Mitchell Lake 

Holmes Lake 

Dawson Lake 

 

Rivers & Creeks 

Smith Creek 

Mitchigan River 

Fence River 

Noyes Creek 

Three Mile Creek 

Michigamme River 

Kukura Creek  

Parks Creek 

Ford River (Headwaters) 

Clarks Creek 

Numerous Un-named Creeks, 

Ponds, Marshes or Wetlands 
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 Most of the developed land in Mansfield Township has residential houses on it.  The houses are 

scattered throughout Mansfield Township.   There is a combination of single family year-round residences and 

seasonal or recreational homes.  Evaluation of the changes in household characteristics in a community can 

often provide valuable insight about population trends.  Household relationships reflect changing social values, 

economic conditions and demographic changes such as increased life spans and the increasing mobility of our 

society.  The following tables are based on the 2000 and 2010 U. S. Census for Mansfield Township. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In 2000, 12.5% of the households had someone who is 65 years of age, or older.  The average 

household size was 2.34 and the average family size was 2.81.  In 2010, 29.5% of the households have someone 

who is 65 years of age, or older.  The average household size is 1.96 and the average family size is 2.39.  In 

2000, according to the US Census Bureau, the total number of housing units was 255.  By 2010 that number 

had increased to 267.  The high number of housing units versus total households is due to seasonal, 

recreational, or occasional use second homes.  The following chart compares the number of housing unit in 

Mansfield Township with the surrounding townships, Iron County and Michigan. 
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Population characteristics and 

demographics are an important 

aspect of a township.  

The population of Mansfield 

Township was 245 people as of 

2017, according to the US Census 

Bureau.  Over the last 20 years, the 

population of Mansfield Township 

has been stable.  However, the 

population does swell with property 

owners and vacationers who live 

and work elsewhere.   

 The people who live in 

Mansfield Township year-round 

work in the tourism industry, farm, 

are retired, or work outside of the township. There are a few who do home occupations.  

 The number of school age children has steadily declined since 2000.  However, the 20 - 34 age 

group has dramatically increased along with the 65+ group.   Sixty-eight percent of the population is retired 

or close to retirement age.  

 Recreation and tourism has always been important in Mansfield Township.  Fishing and hunting was 

a necessity and enjoyable part of life when the area was first settled and during the logging and mining era. 

 Fishing, hunting and experiencing nature remain important activities for local and seasonal residents.  

Many families still rely on fish and wild game to supplement their food supply.  Mansfield Township 

contains many cabins and hunting camps scattered throughout the vast forestland.  

 Tourism is economically important to the township.  

Tourism activities are not limited to hunting and fishing 

opportunities, but also include snowmobiling, off road 

vehicles, camping and many types of boating.  There are 

numerous campsites provided on WE Energiesõ land around 

the Michigamme Reservoir, which is part of Wilderness 

Shores Recreation Area.  Camping is fee based and there are 

six sites available and two boat launch sites on the Reservoir 

owned by WE Energies in the township.  Dawson Lake 

Campground is owned and managed by Mansfield Township.  

Overnight camping is available for a fee for tents and RVs and 

there is a boat launch and a swimming area.   

 Other recreation activities that bring people to 

Mansfield Township include hiking, biking, berry picking, 

nature viewing, mushrooming, rock and mineral collecting, 

watersports and trapping to name a few. Mansfield Township also has 3 privately owned resorts that provide 

RV type camping, motel or cabin rentals.  There are also two non-profit camps on large lake parcels that 

provide various recreational opportunities.   

 Bewabic State Park (MIDNR) manages the public boat launches at Lake Ellen and Holmes Lake.  

At this time there is no fee to launch a boat in those lakes or park a trailer for the day, however in the near 

future the DNR will be requiring a Recreation Passport purchased through the state of Michigan to use the 

public landings. 




































