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Chapter 1

HISTORY

Mansfield Townshiphe smallest Iron County township, was created in 1891 wihn Fel
township |l eft I ron County to joein the newly org
Township gave up two geographical townships and one was added from lands receiveddieite Ma
County to form the present boundaries of Mansfield Townsio .

Logging and mining primarily brought people to Mansfield Township. The land was forested with
pine and iron ore was discovered to be
beneath thground in 1889 by William
Calhoun. The village of Mansfield, plat
along the Michigamme River, vesse to
the mine being developed by the
Mansfield Mining Company and the
railroad spur that was extended to the
mine from Crystal Falls in 1890. Traged ”
struck on September 28, 1893 when the :
Michigamme River broke through the ro("'"/”
of the mine and caugir27 men to perish. =
Then in 1894, a forest fire swept througk
the village destroying practically every S, £
home adding  to the mining familiesbo
already grim otumstances. The DeSoto Iron Company reclaimed the mine by diverting the Michigamme
River and therakter sold to the Oliver Mining Company. The mine produced a total of 1,462,504 tons of
iron ore during its lifetime.

After the Mansfield Mine closed sommeners turned to logging and othergaioning. The
Mansfield Location;.a mining boom town, fadedy. As time went on, some people still living in
Mansfield Township commuted to Iron Mountain, Crystal Falls and other surrounding cities for
employment

North of the Michigamme River is the area in Mansfield Township known as Dykes District or
DykeswMie. Mitchell Dykes, way back in the 18B8garlogging the area near the Fence River. Pine logs,
cut in the winter, floated down the snowmelt swolland=River and the Michigamme River to the railroad
spur in Mansfield during the spring. In 1950, tuthe distance hardship (24.2 miles on mostly gravel
roads) from Dykes District to Mansfield Township Hall and despite a declining population, Pregasct #2
built for voting and meetings. In 2017 twelve registered voters used the precinct whisbdnafteclthe
November 2018 elections.

The Michigamme River cuts diagonally across Mansfield Township. In 1941 Wisconsin Electric,
now known as We Engies, built Way Dam, named for Chairman of WI Electric Board Sylvester B. Way,
to create th&000aceMi c hi gamme Reservoir. oSteadily perfo
helps keep electric rates low for area residents, stabilizes downsge#ows, and provides recreational

" Mansfield Memories Committee (199Myansfield Townshijp Centennial 189991. Ishpeming, MI: Globe Printing,
Page iii.



opportunities while contributing significantly to the locdl @ €he dajority of shoreline is
undeveloped wilderness owned by We Energies. Camping site$ 18, 20, 21 and 26 are found in
Mansfield Townsip.

LOCATION OF MANSFIELD TOWNSHIP

Mansfield Township is locatedeastern Iron County, Michiga The total area of Mansfield
Township is 107.7 square milesapproximatel$8,928 acres. According to the 2010 US Census Bureau
the total population is 241 people, 129 males, and 112 females. The total housing dniistieun
township are 267 witL22 (45.7%) units occupied by residents and 145 (54.3%) units labeled as vacant. Of
the vacanhousing units, 129 (48.2%) bsted as seasonal, recreational or occasional use, 14 (5.2%) are
listed as all other vacants &nd (0.7%) are listed as &ale.
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The land and water dflansfield Township is summarized in the table below.

UNDEVELOPED LAND Acres % of Township Land
Multiple Use Forest 53,000 77%
Agricultural 6,000 9%
Water/Wetlands 8,328 12%

Total Undeveloped bnd 67,328 98%
DEVELOPED LAND
Single Family/Duplex/Seasonal Homes 1,000 1.5%
Resort/Camps 600 <1%
Commercial 0
Industrial 0

The majority of land in Mansfield Township is forestland and has been designated as Multiple Use
Forest (MUF. Current zoning regulations require parcels of 40 ecresre with one residence allowed
per parcel and is what gives Mansfield its unique rural undeveloped nature. MUF land is mostly privately
owned for recreational pursuits and rural residencéspime is held by the state of Michigan and timber
companis.

About nine percentfaMansfield Township is farmel either 20 acrer 40 acre parcels. Property
owners may have one residential home per parcel. Oneraeakn a s 0 Ma n sidthingtbdo F 1 a
with logging or mining foriits namesake. Tloa@ersand some former local minersho cleared this land
knew it would be ideal flat farm land to gregetables and have afewcbms,gs even sheep.
is located in the Southeastmer of Mansfield Township. Otheamaller areas of flanid also became
farms. They are scattered throughout the townshneDykes District located in the North has several
40-acreparcels that argtill actively farmed. Withshort growing seasohonly 84 days, Mansfield
Township farmerare limited inwhat they cagrow or produce. Potatoes, forage, hay, small grains, part
time vegetable growing and maple syrupproduction are some of the crops produced in the Township.
Smalllivestock operains such asattle, goats, hogs and horses also exig Fothinship.

Mansfield Township is about 77 percent forest land and at least twelve percent of Mansfield
Township is covered by water and/or wetlands. Most of the township is within the Michigamme
Watershed. The Michigamme River cuts diagonally acrassaiwnship and supports two hyetectric
dams, Way Dam and Hemlock Falls Dam. The Michigamme Reservoir is the largest body of water in
Mansfield Township. Itis primarily owned by WE Enerdleslargest land owner and tax payer in
Mansfield Townshipand is formed by Way Dam. The majority of the land surrounding the reservoir is
undeveloped forest with strategically placed We Energies run campsites and boat landing® There
numeroudakes, rivers, and wetlands throughout the township thatlak@mewen for marvelous fishing and
other recreational activities. The majority of the area in Mansfield Township is undeveloped making great
habitat for deer, bear, moose, eagles, wolves, spgaiase, many bird species and numerous other wild
animals

" Michigamme Watershed Map and list of all lakiesys and wetlands is on page 4
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The majortyoMans fi el d Townshi pds | akes, rivers,

Michigamme Watershed. The one exception is the headwaters of the Ford River, which is locate
within the border bthe township and Iron County. The following atest of the lakes, rivers, and
creeks that are found within the Mansfield Township borders. The majority of the Michigamme
Reservoir is also found within the township, splitting it in half.

North of Michigamme Reservoir South of Michigamme Reservoir Rivers & Creeks
Little Spring Lake Crotch Lake Smith Creek
Spring Lake LakeEllen Mitchigan River
Bates Lake Little Lake Ellen Fence River
DishawlL ake Wallace Lake Noyes Creek
Hickman Lake Butler Lake Three Mile Creek
Fence Lake (Western Part) Mitchell Lake Michigamme River
Little Sundog Lake Holmes Lake Kukura Creek
Crescent Pond Dawson Lake Parks Creek
Shiner Lake Ford River (Headwaters)
Lake ThirtyTwo Clarks Creek
Corbett Lake Numerous Uanamed Creeks,
Spot Lake Ponds, Marshes or Wetlands



Most of thedeveloped land in Mansfield Township has residehouses on it. The house®
scattered throughout Mansfield Township. There is a combination of singlgéaruyndresidences and
seasonal or recreational homes. Evaluafithe changes in household characteristics in a community can
often provide valuable insight about population trends. Household relationships reflect changing social value:
economic conditionand demographic changes such as increased life spdamsianteaising mobility of our
society. The following tables are based on the 2000 and 2010 U. S. Census for Mansfield Township.

Household type--2000 Household types<-2010
Married Family with children under 18 17 Married Family with children under 18 9
Mamied Couples Living Together t6:2 Mamied Couples Living Together L
Female Householder with no Hushand 5 Female Householder with no Hushand 3
Male' Honse holder with no wife 5
Mon-Families 32 MNon-Families 45
Total Households 116 Total Households 122

In 2000, 12.5% of the households-had someone v@toyiears of age, or older. The average
household size was32 and the average family size was 2.81. In 2010, 29.5% of the households have someor
who is 65 years of age, or older. The average household size is 1.96 and the average familylsize is 2.39.
2000, according to the US Census Bureau, the total maibeusing units was 255. By 2010 that number
had increased to 267. The high.number of housingunits versus total households is due to seasonal,
recreational, or occasional use second hoifigs following chart compares the number of housing unit in
Mansfield Township with.the surrounding townships, Iron County and Michigan.

Mansfield Township and Surrounding Townships Housing Statistics - 2010 US Census Burean

Hoan waldril
lnits | Cwner Occupied  RenterGcrupied | Seasonal Other Vacant
Community N T T I T S S
Mansfield Township . 267 . 122 . 457 @ 0 0 123 ; 483 . 2 . 0OF
Crystal Falls Township  § 1.207 | 668 | 90.6 | 62 | 94 | 403 : 857 | 67 | 14.3
Mastodon Township | 689 | 298 | 949 | 16 | 51 | 330 | 88 | 45 | 12
Sagola Townshlp | 930 ¢ 437 | 92 | 38 | 8 : 423 : 951 | 22 | 449
Dickinson County : H H H H : : : H
Fepublic . 983 : 430 : B7.2 . 63 : 128 . 410 : 837 . BO : 16.3
Mnerunlie Counly : : : : ; : : : :
Iron Gounty P 8722 | 4793 | 738 | 993 | 262 | 2377 | 7B6 | 647 | 21.4

Stata of Michigan (000) : 3,786 : 2,793 : 738 : 993 : 262 : 234 : 521 : 215 | 479



YEAR TOTAL  AGES AGES AGES AGES AGe | Population baracteristics and
POPULATION 0-19 20-34 35-54 55-84 65+ | demographicare animportant
aspect of a township.

1960 302 The population of Mansfield

1870 178 Township was 245 people as of
2017, according to the US Census

1380 242 Bureau. Over the last 20 years, the

1990 248 population of Mansfield Township

has been stable. However, the
population does swelitv property
2010 241 24 10 &0 &7 71 owners andacationers who live
and workelsewhere.
The people who live in
Mansfield Township Population Changes by Decade & Age  MansfieldTownshipyearround
work in thetourism industry, farm,

are retired, or work outside of the township. There are a few who do home occupations.

The numberof school age children has steadily declined since 2000. However, 3deage
group has dramatically increased along with thg@hp. Sixtgight percent of the population is retired
or close to retirement age.

Recreation and tourism has alsvagen important in Mansfield Township. Fishing and hunting was
a necessity and enjoyable part of life when the area was ficsaadttlering the logging and mining era.

Fishing, hunting and experiencing nature remain important activities fantbsahsonal residents.
Many families still rely on fish and wild game to supplement their food supply. Mansfield Township
containgnany cabins and hunting camps scattered throughout the vast forestland.

Tourism is economically important to the towpshi
Tourism activities are notlimited to hunting and fishing
opportunities, but also.include snowmobiling, off road
vehicles, campirend many types of ‘boating. There are
numer ous campsites provided on WE Energiesodo | an
the Michigamme Reservoirhieh is part of Wilderness
Shores Recreation Area. Camping is fee based and there are
six sites available and two boat launch sitdee®eservoir
owned. by WE Energies in the township. Dawson Lake
Campground is owned and managed by Mansfield Township.
Overnight camping is available for a fee for tents and RVs and
there is'a boat launch and a swimming area.

Other recreation acties that bring people to
Mansfield Township include hiking, biking, berry picking,
nature viewing, mushrooming, rock anigieral colleting,
watersportand trapping to name a few. Mansfield Township also has 3 privately owned resorts that provide
RV typecamping, motel or cabin rentals. There are also twpradih camps on large lake parcels that
provide various recreatial opportunities.

Bewabic State Park (MIDNR) managesphielicboat launchsat Lake Ellen and Holmes Lake.
At this time therés no fee to launch a boat in those lakes or park a trailer for the day, however in the near
future the DNR will be requirg a Recreation Passport purchased through the state of Miohigarthe
public landings

2000 243 43 29 GE 51 49

2017 245 12 43 19 &3 a3























































